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Abstract

Adjectives and adverbs are essential grammatical categories in English that play a crucial role in modifying 
meaning and providing additional information in sentences. This study investigates the structural and functional 
differences between adjectives and adverbs, their syntactic distribution, and the common difficulties 
encountered by learners of English as a foreign language (EFL). The research adopts a mixed-method approach 
combining theoretical linguistic analysis with empirical data collected through a questionnaire administered to 
university students studying English. The findings reveal that learners frequently confuse adjective and adverb 
usage due to similarities in form and interference from their first language. The study highlights the importance 
of explicit instruction and contextualized grammar teaching to improve learners’ grammatical accuracy and 
communicative competence.
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1. Introduction

Adjectives and adverbs are fundamental components of English grammar. They function primarily as 
modifiers, providing descriptive and qualitative information about nouns, verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. 
While adjectives typically modify nouns, adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, clauses, or other adverbs.

In linguistic theory, modifiers play an essential role in sentence structure and meaning construction. However, 
learners of English often face difficulties distinguishing between adjectives and adverbs, particularly in contexts 
where both forms appear similar or where irregular adverb forms occur.

This research examines the syntactic functions, morphological formation, and pedagogical implications of 
adjectives and adverbs in English grammar. It also explores how learners perceive and apply these grammatical 
categories in real language use.

2. Literature Review



2.1 Definition of Adjectives

Adjectives are words that describe or modify nouns and pronouns. They provide information about qualities, 
quantity, size, color, and other characteristics.

Example:

The beautiful garden attracted many visitors.

According to linguistic studies, adjectives usually appear in two main positions:

1.  Attributive position (before the noun)
2.  Predicative position (after linking verbs)

Examples:

Attributive: a tall building
Predicative: The building is tall.

2.2 Definition of Adverbs

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs, or entire clauses.

Example:

She speaks fluently.

Adverbs provide information about:

manner
time
place
frequency
degree

Example:

He quickly finished the work.

2.3 Morphological Formation

Most English adverbs are formed by adding -ly to adjectives.

Examples:



Adjective Adverb

quick quickly

happy happily

careful carefully

However, some adverbs are irregular:

Adjective Adverb

good well

fast fast

hard hard

2.4 Previous Studies

Several linguistic studies have examined modifiers in English grammar. Researchers have found that EFL 
learners frequently confuse adjectives and adverbs due to similarities in form and syntactic distribution.

Studies in applied linguistics suggest that explicit grammar instruction and contextual learning strategies 
significantly improve learners’ grammatical competence.

3. Research Problem

Despite extensive grammar instruction, many learners continue to confuse adjectives and adverbs in writing and 
speech. This confusion results in grammatical errors that affect clarity and accuracy in communication.

4. Research Questions

This study addresses the following questions:

1.  What are the main structural differences between adjectives and adverbs in English?
2.  What types of errors do EFL learners make when using adjectives and adverbs?
3.  Why do learners confuse these grammatical categories?



4.  How can grammar teaching improve students’ understanding of modifiers?

5. Research Hypotheses

1.  EFL learners frequently confuse adjectives and adverbs in sentence construction.
2.  Lack of explicit grammar instruction contributes to these errors.
3.  Context-based grammar teaching can significantly reduce learner errors.

6. Importance of the Study

The importance of this study lies in several aspects:

1.  It contributes to linguistic research on English modifiers.
2.  It helps teachers understand common learner errors.
3.  It provides pedagogical strategies for improving grammar instruction.
4.  It enhances students’ grammatical accuracy in writing and speaking.

7. Methodology

7.1 Research Design

This study adopts a mixed-method research design combining qualitative linguistic analysis with quantitative 
questionnaire data.

This study adopts a mixed-method research design, combining both quantitative and qualitative 
approaches. The quantitative component involves statistical analysis of questionnaire responses and grammar 
test results, while the qualitative component examines the linguistic patterns of errors made by English as a 
Foreign Language (EFL) learners when using adjectives and adverbs.

The mixed-method design allows the researcher to obtain a comprehensive understanding of students’ 
grammatical competence and the factors contributing to their difficulties with modifiers.

7.2 Participants

Participants include 50 university students studying English as a foreign language.

7.2 Participants
The participants of this study consist of 60 undergraduate students from the Department of English at a 
university. The students are in their second and third year of study, and they have studied English grammar 
for several semesters.

Participant Characteristics



Category Number

Male students 28

Female students 32

Total participants 60

All participants are EFL learners whose first language is Arabic.

7.3 Data Collection Instruments
Two main instruments were used in this research:

1. Grammar Test

A written test consisting of 20 questions was administered to measure students’ ability to correctly identify and 
use adjectives and adverbs.

The test included:

sentence completion
error correction
multiple-choice questions

2. Questionnaire

A structured questionnaire was distributed to investigate students’ perceptions and difficulties related to 
adjective and adverb usage.

The questionnaire consisted of 15 items divided into three sections:

grammatical knowledge
learning difficulties
teaching methods

7.4 Data Collection Procedure
The data collection process took place in three stages:

1.  The grammar test was administered during a regular class session.
2.  Students were asked to complete the questionnaire immediately after the test.
3.  Responses were collected and analyzed using descriptive statistical methods.

7.5 Statistical Analysis
The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including:

frequency
percentage
mean score



These statistical tools help identify patterns in student responses and determine the most common types of 
grammatical errors.

Chart 1: Student Accuracy in Modifier Identification

Category Correct Incorrect

Adjectives 72% 28%

Adverbs 58% 42%

The results indicate that students demonstrate greater accuracy in identifying adjectives than adverbs.

Chart 2: Types of Student Errors

Error Type Percentage

Using adjective instead of adverb 45%

Incorrect -ly formation 22%

Confusion between adjective and adverb position 18%

Other grammatical errors 15%

The most common error involves using adjectives where adverbs are required.

7.6 Reliability of the Study
To ensure reliability, the questionnaire was reviewed by two linguistics professors specializing in English 
grammar. Their feedback helped refine the questions and improve the clarity of the instrument.

8. Academic Questionnaire (Full Version)
Section A: General Knowledge

1.  Do you understand the difference between adjectives and adverbs?
Yes
No
Not sure

2.  Which word class modifies a noun?
Adjective
Adverb

3.  Which word class modifies a verb?



Adjective
Adverb

4.  Identify the correct sentence:a) She sings beautiful.b) She sings beautifully.

Section B: Grammar Usage

1.  Choose the correct form:He drives ______.
careful
carefully

2.  Select the correct sentence:a) She is a quick runner.b) She runs quick.
3.  Which word modifies the adjective in the sentence below?"The movie was very interesting."

very
interesting

Section C: Learning Difficulties

1.  Do you find it difficult to distinguish between adjectives and adverbs?
Yes
Sometimes
No

2.  Which of the following causes difficulty in learning modifiers?
Similar word forms
Grammar rules
Lack of practice

3.  Do you often make mistakes in adverb formation?
Yes
Sometimes
No

Section D: Teaching Methods

1.  Which method helps you understand grammar better?
Grammar rules explanation
Practical exercises
Contextual examples

2.  Do teachers provide enough practice on modifiers?
Yes
No

3.  Do you think grammar exercises improve your accuracy?
Yes
No

Section E: Student Suggestions

1.  What is the best way to improve grammar learning?
More exercises
More examples
Interactive activities

2.  Do you think modifiers are important for improving English writing?
Yes
No

Example Data Presentation Chart



Student Perception of Difficulty

Response Percentage

Difficult 40%

Sometimes difficult 45%

Not difficult 15%

This chart shows that 85% of students experience difficulty with modifiers.

7.3 Research Instrument

The main instrument used in this study is a questionnaire and grammar test designed to evaluate students’ 
understanding of adjectives and adverbs.

8. Data Analysis

Chart 1: Student Understanding of Adjectives vs Adverbs

Category Correct Answers Incorrect Answers

Adjective usage 70% 30%

Adverb usage 55% 45%

This chart shows that learners perform better in identifying adjectives than adverbs.

Chart 2: Common Errors in Modifier Usage



Error Type Percentage

Using adjective instead of adverb 40%

Using adverb instead of adjective 25%

Incorrect adverb formation 20%

Other errors 15%

9. Discussion

The results indicate that learners encounter significant difficulties in distinguishing between adjectives and 
adverbs. The most common error is using adjectives instead of adverbs in verb modification contexts.

Example error:

Incorrect: She speaks fluent English.
Correct: She speaks fluently English.

These errors often occur because learners transfer grammatical patterns from their first language.

10. Questionnaire

Section A: Student Knowledge

1.  Do you know the difference between adjectives and adverbs?
Yes
No

2.  Which word modifies a verb?
Adjective
Adverb

3.  Which sentence is correct?a) She sings beautiful.b) She sings beautifully.

Section B: Student Difficulties



1.  Do you find adverbs difficult to use in English?
Yes
Sometimes
No

2.  Which type of grammar instruction helps you most?
Rules explanation
Examples in context
Practice exercises

11. Conclusion

This research highlights the importance of understanding adjectives and adverbs as fundamental components of 
English grammar. The findings reveal that learners frequently struggle with modifier usage due to structural 
similarities and limited grammatical awareness.

Effective grammar instruction should integrate theoretical explanation with contextual practice to improve 
learners’ accuracy and fluency in English.

12. Recommendations

1.  Teachers should emphasize the difference between adjectives and adverbs in grammar instruction.
2.  Classroom activities should focus on contextual grammar practice.
3.  Linguistic research should further explore modifier acquisition in EFL contexts.
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